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“Thank You” 
“We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly remembering 
before our God your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope…” ~ I Thessalonians 1:2-3 

My Dear Siblings, Brothers, and Sisters, 

This is a hard one to write.  

In late summer 2012, my family and I moved back to Northampton after a brief stint in New Orleans. I 
was in search for a new call, and I was looking for a church to attend until I settled somewhere. I wanted 
to go somewhere interesting, somewhere different, somewhere that my kid and I could show up and I 
wouldn’t have to worry about what I was wearing, if I had to hide my tattoos, if I shaved that day, or if my 
kid was restless and a bit noisy. I wasn’t sure if such a church existed around here.  

Then one day, as I was walking my dog down James Avenue in Northampton, I saw a woman get out of a 
car plastered with UCC, pride, and other enticing bumperstickers. I decided to say hello and introduce 
myself. Noting her UCC sticker, I told her I was a UCC pastor. Wouldn’t you know it: she was one, too! 
“She,” of course, was Rev. Dr. Andrea Ayvazian, stopping by her mother’s house just a few doors down 
from mine. Andrea invited me to come up to Haydenville to worship sometime, and so I did. 

(continued on page 2)
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Izzy and I began attending Haydenville that fall. I 
was still on the job search, and it was getting 
tricky. See, what was making it tricky was that I 
kept attending Haydenville and began comparing 
all these other lovely places with all these other 
lovely people to the vibrant, funky, often-raucous, 
social justice focused, great-music-having little 
church. On Christmas Eve 2012, I told Andrea that 
I had a problem: I didn’t want to serve anywhere 
but Haydenville. She confirmed that it was, 
indeed, a problem: there was no job for me at 
Haydenville!  

But that changed in the late spring of 2013 when 
an Associate Pastor position was created. During 
July of that year, I had the chance to cover pastoral 
care, and I got to know many of the folks with 
whom I had worshipped. Then in August 2013, 
you all called me to serve as the Associate Pastor.  

There is too much to cover between August 18, 
2013 and right now. It’s been quite a ride, and so 
many of you were right there for it as well. And for 
that, I want to say thank you. Thank you for the 
times you have invited me into your lives, the 
times you shared your thoughts, joys, concerns, 
struggles, and victories with me. Thank you for this 
opportunity to be with you on this lifelong journey. 

What I hold on to most dearly is our time of 
worship together. One of my goals for my year as 
your Acting Pastor was to “Widen Our Worship” 
by bringing in as many different voices as possible. 
This was (and is) important to me for a variety of 
reasons. At the core of it all, I believe in the 
“Priesthood of All Believers” — the idea that each 
one of us is ordained with gifts for ministry, and 
we are called to share those gifts however they 
manifest and in whatever ways we can. That is to 
say, I do not believe that only ordained people 
have exclusive rights or access to God. You can 
pray or read or welcome or invite or serve as well 

and effectively as I can. It just so happens I went to 
school for it and I have a fancy title.  

I feel great joy when I look over the bulletins from 
the past year and see that every single worship 
service was co-led by a team of individuals — not 
just my voice, but the voices of so many of you 
who accepted my invitation to be a worship leader. 
For that, I am grateful. My hope and prayer is that 
those of you who led worship with me were able 
to catch a glimpse of God in a new way, and those 
of you who were in the pews were able to see and 
hear God in all of God’s varied and diverse faces 
and voices.  

My final Sunday in the pulpit will be January 14th. 
We will share in the “Liturgy of Farewell for 
Authorized Ministry” just as we did one year ago 
when Pastor Andrea retired. And just as we did last 
year, we know that the Beloved Community of 
Haydenville Congregational Church will go on.  

Many of you have written such kind notes to me 
since I announced my departure, and I cherish 
each and every one. Some of you have asked what 
I will do next. While my immediate plans include 
finally cleaning my basement and returning to an 
exercise routine, my churchy-pastoral answer is 
that I will be discerning where my call is next. I 
intend to engage more fully in some local social 
justice efforts, and I will offer my support to my 
area colleagues for preaching and pastoral care. 
I’m listening intently for the next call, and I am 
open to where I might be led. And wherever I go, I 
will carry a piece of Haydenville in my heart.  

Peace & Blessings,
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Thank you, Pastor Chris! 
On behalf of the Church Council, I wish to extend our 
deepest gratitude to Pastor Chris as he moves on from 
Haydenville Congregational Church. Pastor Chris has been 
a solid and steadfast leader - organized, thoughtful and 
discerning. We are grateful for his light, his lightness and 
his sense of humor. Pastor Chris’ prayerful guidance has 
graced not only our Council meetings, but our Board and 
Committee meetings as well, and we are thankful for his 
unwavering dedication and leadership over these past 
several years. We appreciate the time he has spent with us, 
doing the sometimes-challenging, not-always-glamourous, 
necessary, blessed work of our beloved Church community. 

Thank you for everything, Pastor Chris. We wish you all the 
best in your coming endeavors; may your journey be 
blessed with love, hope, joy and peace wherever you may 
go. 

With gratitude, appreciation and love, 

Sam Icklan, Council Moderator

A Report From the Pastoral 
Transition Leadership Team 
Dear Church Family, 

The decision by Pastor Chris to withdraw as a candidate for 
settled pastor means that we will now open up our search 
to other UCC ministers. Rev. Jill Graham, our area 
conference minister, is helping us with that process.  

The hardest work, creation of our Church Profile to present 
to pastoral candidates, is already done.  

As the Transition Leadership Team we are working on the 
next steps in our search. 

We know the decision for Chris was difficult. We know 
that there were many reasons for his decision and that it 
came after great thought and prayer. We support his 
decision and pray for him and his family as they move on. 

We also know there are a lot of emotions in the 
congregation around Chris’ decision and the search 
process to date. Because we are a community, these need 
to be aired and addressed together. Our strength comes 
from our ability to accept and honor all people and 
opinions. We strive to be a safe place for all members to 

express concerns and ask questions as well as feel joy and 
comfort. That happens in our rich Sunday worship services, 
and we are looking at other ways to strengthen our 
community and deepen our connections with each other 
while moving forward with the search process.  

Pastor Chris’ last day in the pulpit will be Jan. 14. The 
liturgy of farewell will be conducted during that Sunday 
service, and we will gather with him in fellowship in the 
dining hall following the service. 

The deacons are planning worship services for the Sundays 
immediately after Jan. 14. The Transition Team is looking at 
options for worship services and church leadership while 
the search for a settled pastor takes place. Expect more 
news from the Transition Team in early January. 
(Information on the search process, the Church Profile, and 
documents related to the search process can all be found 
on our website under the News and Events section as well 
as in binders in the Church library.) 

 The first of the year is always a busy time in the life of the 
church. The budget is being finalized, annual reports 
prepared, and it is a time when we elect new church 
leaders at the annual meeting in February. It is important 
that we all play our parts to provide leadership and pull 
together as a community to sustain and support our church 
in this time of transition. We are the church.  

To guide our work with each other, and as a community, 
we have always relied on our Covenant of Right Relations 
(see below). Let us recommit ourselves to its message and 
principles, and embrace it as a way of living the teachings 
of Jesus as we move forward. 

In prayer and peace, 

Your Transition Leadership Team 

Jim Foudy, Jo Cannon, Carolyn du Bois, Sam Icklan 

Haydenville Congregational Church           
Covenant of Right Relations 
Haydenville Congregational Church, United Church of 
Christ, is a dynamic, growing, diverse and welcoming faith 
community. We are on a journey together to experience 
who God and Jesus are for us and our World. We are 
deeply committed to love, service, justice, peace, and care 
of the Earth. 

With God’s help, we vow to be intentional and courageous 
about living our radical welcome of people who are on all 

Continued on Page 4
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The Numbers in 2018 
We based our stewardship goal of $125,000 for 2018 on 
actual performance in 2017, knowing that it would mean 
budget cuts including reducing staff - the loss of the 
Director of Children’s Church and a reduction in hours for 
our Office Administrator.  Unfortunately we are 
significantly short of our goal at $95,000.  While we have 
been able to make up some of the difference because we 
have been very frugal in 2017, we are going into 2018 
looking at a $23,000 gap. 

On January 21st the Council meeting will include  
addressing this deficit. Everyone is welcome to attend the 
Council meeting and be part of the discussion. All input is 
welcome! 

There is no way to meet this deficit without reducing staff 
hours further.  There is a very real probability that this 
means: 

•A part-time Pastor 

•Reduction in hours for additional positions 

•A bare-bones budget that basically covers salaries and 
running the building, but nothing else 

While we're facing challenges, remember that we are a 
strong and resourceful community. This is an opportunity 
to come together to develop creative solutions. We look 
forward to seeing you at the Council meeting on the 21st 
 and working together on behalf of our beloved church.  

Jo Cannon, Treasurer

parts of life’s journey. As exemplified by our brother and 
teacher Jesus, we will welcome the voices, presence and 
power of every person, especially those who have been 
defined as “other,” pushed to the margins, excluded, 
silenced and closeted; and we will joyfully embrace our 
identity as a Spirit-filled, justice-seeking, peace-loving, 
LGBQT-affirming, anti-racist, child-centered, song-filled, 
ever-thankful, stubbornly-hopeful Beloved Community. 

We further vow to: 

• Respect the freedom and dignity of every human being; 

• Honor and welcome diverse viewpoints, life 
experiences and cultures, and recognize our growing 
diversity as a source of our strength; 

• Honor the legacy of our Church Saints while showing 
gratitude for the gifts of current members and 
recognizing the promise of new members; 

• Listen with an open heart and an open mind; 

• Speak respectfully and compassionately of those present 
and not present; 

• Explore and accept responsibility in conflict through 
personal reflection, actively listening to understand 
others’ perspectives, experiences, and feelings, 
suspending judgment, finding common ground, and 
seeking creative nonviolent solutions; 

• Forgive and accept forgiveness; 

• Ask for help when needed and give help as able; 

• Show gratitude. 

We Covenant with the Lord and with one another, and 
bind ourselves in the presence of God to walk together in 
God’s holy ways. We will strive to be doers of the Word 
and not hearers only, to be firm in faith, quickened in 
hope, and constant in charity, and we will hold our time, 
talent, substance and influence as trusts from God to be 
devoted to God’s service.

We must restore hope to young people, help the old, 

be open to the future, spread love. Be poor among 

the poor. We need to include the excluded and preach 

peace. 
- Pope Francis

Need to Schedule           
Something at the Church? 
If you need to reserve a meeting date and space for your 
group, please contact our Office Administrator Linda 
Babcock at office@haydenvillechurch.org. 

mailto:office@haydenvillechurch.org
mailto:office@haydenvillechurch.org
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years. During that time I passed the exam to become a 
diplomat of the American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry.  

I very much enjoyed the clinical work, but I fell short of 
mastering the business aspect of running a practice. After 
working a number of temporary jobs I served in the US 
Postal Service for ten rewarding years before retiring in 2009. 

EDITOR: You have had quite a varied career. Are there any 
significant events that shaped who you are today? 

ROSS: Definitely my service in Vietnam. During my 
college years I spent four summers working at Grand Teton 
National Park in Wyoming, where I cultivated my love of 
nature and conservation. 

EDITOR: What are you most proud of in your life? 

ROSS: The role I played as a father to three sons and one 
daughter - All four of them have found success as parents 
and in their professional careers. 

EDITOR: That is wonderful. How many grandchildren do 
you have? 

ROSS: Seven grandchildren! From one to seventeen years 
old. 

EDITOR: What’s the craziest thing you’ve ever done? 

ROSS: Oh, in 2005, when I found out that my best friend’s 
father died, that same afternoon I got in my car and drove 
through the night (powered by lots of caffeine) from 
Denver to New Jersey to be there for the funeral. 

EDITOR: That is crazy, but I bet it meant so much to your 
friend. 

ROSS: It was an endurance challenge, for sure. 

EDITOR: Do you have any role models? 

ROSS: My children are surely role models. My daughter is 
an Emergency Medicine Physician Assistant, my oldest son 
who is a successful attorney in Boston suffered a stroke 
three years ago at age 44. He has been working very hard 
in rehabilitation therapy, but if he attains complete 
recovery, it may take years. My second eldest son works 
for a company that achieves energy efficiency in buildings, 
and my youngest son is a math teacher and a varsity 
basketball coach at a high school in Connecticut.  

The thing I have 
been most excited 
about, in my new 
role as editor of 
CrossCurrents, has 
been reviving the 
Spotlight section. 
As a relatively 
new member of 
this church, it is a 
joy to sit down 
with folks and 
hear their stories. I 
believe that each 
person has a 
compelling, rich 
history, and this 
month is no 

different. I sat down with Ross Bassett, the loyal male tenor 
voice in our choir. Eighty-one years young, under his 
gentle, unassuming nature is a plethora of experience and 
wisdom.    - Carla Imperial                 

EDITOR: How long have you been coming to Haydenville 
Church? 

ROSS: Since October, 2010. I’ve been singing in the choir 
for the past six years. 

EDITOR: Tell me a bit about your history. 

ROSS: I was born in Brooklyn, but raised in Teaneck, New 
Jersey. I did well in school and went on to Amherst 
College. Following in my father’s footsteps, I went into 
dentistry, first through Columbia Dental School, then to 
Philadelphia for a dental internship, and in order to gain 
more experience, I enlisted in the US Army as a dentist. 

EDITOR: Did you go overseas? 

ROSS: I served first in Texas and Arizona, and finally 
Vietnam. I was fortunate that I didn’t see firsthand combat, 
but I saw poverty and culture that made a great impression 
on me. After my two years of service, I went on to post 
graduate dental school to become a pediatric dentist. I had 
my own practice in New Jersey for eleven years, and then 
in Denver, CO, where my brother lived, for another eight 

 

Spotlight  …taking time to know our beloved church community
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EDITOR: What wisdom would you share with younger 
generations? 

ROSS: Technology is great, but learn when to use technology, 
like smart phones, and when to put the phone down and 
talk to each other. 

Also, I would encourage them to find professions where 
they can help other people. 

EDITOR: Tell me what you think about Jesus, and what 
you would ask Him if you could. 

ROSS: I think He’s the greatest teacher of all mankind. I 
suppose I’d want to know if there’s an afterlife. But until 
then, all we can do is take advantage of our time on earth 
and do what we can to help other people. 

EDITOR: Perfect way to wrap this up. Thank you so much.

God Sings, You Sing Back 
Br. David Steindl-Rast, in his book, The Way of Silence, 
writes that people often speak of “obedience” to God (and 
we all know what a fail I am at that!), but that he sees it 
more as, “God sings, and I sing back.” 

I completely love that this is the conversation we have with 
God, except this one is through music. Bishop Barron often 
speaks of the Trinity as a conversation of love between the 
three—The Father, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. I can 
understand that looping song. 

So my question to you is, What is your song to God? 

To get those creative juices flowing (no, not another 
Keebler’s coconut, chocolate chip cookie; no, not a Bloody 
Mary at ten in the morning either) I am drawing up a list of 
some of the ways I sing to God, and some of the ways I 
think She sings back to me:  

My Song:  --Making sourdough bread for a friend on the 
FODMAP diet  --cooking homemade granola for my 
husband of 50 years  --pausing to dip my fingers into holy 
water and cross myself liberally at the entrance to our 
church  --playing “Amal and the Night Visitors” and singing 
lustily with Amal and his mother   

--Meeting a friend for coffee who has battled cancer and 
surgery and being honest about our lives but also holding 
out hope  --watching the maple leaves whirl by in the wind   
--seeing four ravens flying high overhead and holding out 
my hands to catch their calls   

--writing this faith blog. 

God Sings Back:  --A friend calls JUST when I need to hear 
her voice and learn that she is ok  --my brother phones 
with good health news (you can see that at my age and 
with cancer liberally sprinkled among my family and 
friends, health news is HUGE for me) 

--the dog races madly between couches, bouncing off the 
pillows when I come home, a doggy greeting  --I find a new 
way to connect with my son and wife during their races and 
marathons (RaceJoy app on iphone, for tracking racers) 

--I hear Sen. Flake’s words of integrity and Sen. McCain’s 
brave words about the corruption in our government, 
giving me hope 

--I see on FB a photo of my second cousin’s one year-old 
baby with the most beatific smile ever (will the Beatific 
Vision be a little like this unconditional love, only way 
huger?) --I experience a moment in church when, with 
lifted hands, I FEEL in my bones, not just know with my 
brain, that we are ALL brothers and sisters, siblings in God
—it is all “Us”, and never, “Us/them.” 

There are many more times of grace, but these are just a 
few. I wish everyone knew that when they smile at a cashier 
who is rushed bagging groceries; when we see the dignity 
of the young man in a hoody pumping gas into our car in 
the rain; when we hold open the heavy door at the Market 
for a compromised older lady, we are singing God’s song 
to them. Without a doubt. And I think they hear it and store 
it in their hearts along with other much-needed good news. 

- From the blog of Ann Turner

Many Hands To Thank! 
Early December, fifteen or more members joined force in 
the kitchen area to handle a major cleaning, removal of 
items not needed, moving of items to easier areas for 
storage and initial counting of some items for our January 
total inventory. It was done within two hours and the area 
is in such better shape! Prior to this effort, Mariel had just 
washed and waxed the floor again! In addition, we had 
outside workers assisting in pruning the plants and cleaning 
up the leaves that had gathered. It was a good day! Thanks 
to all who assisted in these efforts!!! You are so 
appreciated!!  

- the Kitchen Committee.
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Harvest Moon Chili Cook Off 
Our inaugural Chili Cook Off in November was a huge success! Some highlights were Sam 
Icklan’s amazing chili, the band ‘The Maypops’, lots of laughter and dancing feet. Huge 
thanks to the many hands that contributed to its success, especially Pastor Chris, Trish 
LaFreniere, and Ann Loomis for their leadership, and Ellen Tobiassen for her cookbook 
donations.
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Me, the Trees, and God 
By Kai Imperial-Jewett, Age 9 

I stepped on the first branch 
There was so much to climb 
The wind ruffled my hair 
As I made my way up the pine 

I had a few worries 
But I kept pushing on 
And then I flew around the tree 
Like a Peregrine Falcon 

I finally reached the top 
I could see the reward 
A beautiful sight all around me 
And the feeling of the Lord.

Where I Feel God 
By Jesse Atkins-Barber, Age 7 

Where I feel God the most is 
In my heart, 
At my school, 
On the mountain, 
In a tree, 

In my prayers, 
In a dream. 
I hear God when I sing. 
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Where Is God? 
By Lucy Platt, age 9 

God is 
Everywhere 
In the highest treetops 
The lowest valleys 

God is in  
The deepest oceans 
The highest mountains 
And the flattest plains 

God is  
The snow that falls 
Twinkling, sparkling 
Past your eyes 

God is 
The warm, crackling 
Fire of 
Life 

God is  
Everywhere

Kidz Book Nook

What Is God?     
by Etan Boritzer  

What is God? is 
an eloquent 
introduction to 
the ideas behind 
God and 
religion, and 
brings forward 
complex ideas in 
a way children 
will understand. 
It is written with 
a simple clarity 
and beautifully 
illustrated with 
just the right 
blend of 
seriousness and 
humor. 

What is God? compares different religions -- Christianity, 
Islam, Judaism, Hinduism, Buddhism -- and their holy 
books, looks at misunderstandings and arguments among 
people of different religions, and talks about praying as 
well as feeling connected to everything in the world. 

If you want to talk about spirituality with a child, or 
introduce them to philosophy or religion, or just help them 
to begin to center themselves and their feelings about the 
world, this book is a great beginning. 

"When we pray to God, 

We are praying for that feeling of love 

To come to us and to everybody we know, 

Maybe even to all those people we don't know. 

So that we can all be happy together, or apart.” 
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The Open & Affirming Grab Bar 
Pat James and Karin McGowan gave the following talk to 
Julie Olmsted's church, the Trinitarian Congregational 
Church in Northfield, MA, as part of the Church’s process 
in deciding to become Open and Affirming. We wanted to 
share their moving words here.   

Romans 8:31-39   31 What shall we say about such 
wonderful things as these? If God is for us, who can ever 
be against us? 32 Since he did not spare even his own Son 
but gave him up for us all, won’t he also give us everything 
else? 33 Who dares accuse us whom God has chosen for his 
own? No one—for God himself has given us right standing 
with himself. 34 Who then will condemn us? No one—for 
Christ Jesus died for us and was raised to life for us, and he 
is sitting in the place of honor at God’s right hand, pleading 
for us. 
35 Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love? Does it 
mean he no longer loves us if we have trouble or calamity, 
or are persecuted, or hungry, or destitute, or in danger, or 
threatened with death? 36 (As the Scriptures say, “For your 
sake we are killed every day; we are being slaughtered like 
sheep.”[a]) 37 No, despite all these things, overwhelming 
victory is ours through Christ, who loved us. 

38 And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us 
from God’s love. Neither death nor life, neither angels nor 
demons,[b] neither our fears for today nor our worries about 
tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us 
from God’s love. 39 No power in the sky above or in the 
earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be 
able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Think of a time in your childhood that you wanted to be 
included, but instead you were left out.  

What were the feelings that went with that?  

• Who was hurt? 
• Who was sad? 
• Who was angry? 
• Who felt singled out or targeted? 
• Who wanted to hurt the people who hurt you? 
• Who wondered if there was something wrong with 
them? 
• Who felt embarrassed or humiliated? 
• Who wanted to avoid the situation and the people 
that left you out? 

A few weeks ago at our church in Haydenville we sang:  

In Christ there is no east or west,  
In Him no south or north… 

What a wonderful promise that is.  

Except when that promise is broken. 

Thirty years ago, Karin and I met at my church in 
Philadelphia, and some of the first people I came out to 
were those in my church family, even before my birth 
family. 

It didn’t go well.  

I had been active in that church for years. I’d been a 
trustee. I’d frequently acted in our community theater. I 
taught self-defense classes in the church basement. I 
chaired the new membership committee. And I chaired 
their version of the open and affirming task force.  

As I said, it didn’t go well.  

Because instead of seeing the whole of me, people who’d 
known me for years saw only a lesbian. One woman said, 
“I should introduce you to my cousin, she’s a lesbian too,” 
as if that’s the single binding characteristic of our 
relationships.  

While the congregation voted unanimously to become 
O&A, few people were willing to attend workshops on 
taking down the barriers to become truly welcoming to 
LGBTQ members. The senior pastor refused to discuss the 
terrifying AIDS epidemic that ravaged our city, much less 
preach about it. One member said, “We voted to let you 
in. What more do you want?” Many clung to the belief 
that we’d chosen our sexuality out of some sense of 
rebellion, and that if we wanted to we could un-choose it. 
A few people even asked me how we “did it.”  

I felt fileted and bled dry after the vote, but I decided to 
hang in there. What finally did me in was a call from the 
associate pastor during the next stewardship campaign. He 
suggested that Karin and I should increase our pledge to 
offset the lost pledges of those who’d left the church after 
the vote. After all, he said, we were the real beneficiaries 
of the decision.” 

We never went back. And what really hurt was that not 
one person called to find out why.  

How many of you love this church like it’s home? 

Now go back to that sense of exclusion we all felt in 
childhood, and imagine that because of a core truth about 
who you are, because of how God created you, you are 
no longer welcome here.  

Continued on Page 11

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A31-39&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A31-39&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A31-39&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A31-39&version=NLT
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For Karin it was enraging. For me it was a little soul-killing.  

We thought about finding another church home, and tried 
a few churches that flew the rainbow flag. People asked if 
we were sisters. Or best friends. Or neighbors. But it didn’t 
occur to them that we were life partners. They didn’t see 
and value us for who we were, and we realized that their 
welcome didn’t go beyond the rainbow flag at the front 
door. We knew not to expect a welcome in the churches 
who didn’t fly the flag. We became a little suspicious of 
churches who did. 

It doesn’t take many of those experiences to give up on 
church altogether, and a lot of LGBTQ folks even give up 
on God, but that passage from Romans sustained me.  

There is another passage that has been on my mind lately, 
and it speaks to those who think that that becoming and 
Open and Affirming church benefits only people in who 
are LGBTQ.  

Esther 4:14.  “For if you keep silent at this time, relief and 
deliverance will rise for the Jews from another place, but 
you and your father’s house will perish. And who knows 
whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time 
as this?” 

 For such a time as this, when we see a rise in violence 
rooted in homophobia, racism, xenophobia, sexism, and 
more. 

For such as time as this when laws and policies protecting 
Mother Earth are being dismantled.  

For such a time as this when facts don’t matter, science is 
silenced, and those who speak truth to power are labeled 
authors of fake news. 

For such a time as this when women who speak out on 
behalf of their own safety are once again shamed and 
silenced. 

If you think that voting to become an Open and Affirming 
Church benefits only those who are LGBTQ, you are 
missing the point. Think of the grab bar in the bathroom. It 
was put there for people with disabilities, but everyone 
uses it, and we never know when we may need it.  

After Karin and I moved to Western Mass we decided to 
give church another chance. The first time didn’t go so 
well. Before the service no one greeted us or asked if we 
were new. After the service, we stood around in the social 
hall for a few minutes feeling a little invisible. No one 
spoke to us, so finally we went home.  

A few weeks later we tried Haydenville Congregational 
Church, which happened to be a few blocks from our new 
home. That went pretty well. From the minute we walked 
through the door, we were welcomed, not because we 
were lesbians, and not in spite of it. We were welcomed 
because we were there. We’ve been going ever since. I 
just finished a three-year term as a Deacon, and Karin is 
currently the head of Trustees.  

Haydenville was our Last Chance Church, and we now 
know that it’s the last chance church of many who were 
marginalized, shunned, and excluded from other faith 
communities, who experienced the soul-crushing violence 
of being told that God does not love us for all kinds of 
reasons, including being gay. Together we are healing 
those wounds. It doesn’t mean we get everything right as 
our radical welcome expands to include all kinds of 
people. It means we show up, we keep working and 
learning and listening. We fix and forgive our mistakes. 
We learn and do better. We understand that this isn’t a 
process with an endpoint, but with an opportunity to grow 
our capacity to be one with God. 

Make no mistake, when we decide that some people don’t 
matter, that it’s okay to leave someone out because of who 
God made them to be, we are deciding that it’s okay to 
exclude anyone.  

But deciding that everyone matters isn’t as easy as a vote 
or a pretty flag at the front door. It means doing tough 
critical examination of ourselves and our institutions. It 
means naming and rooting out barriers to inclusion that 
have been normative. It means dismantling stereotypes 
and prejudices we may not even know we hold. It means 
making mistakes, fixing them, and forgiving each other.  

It means understanding a basic truth about ourselves and our 
institutions – that we were nurtured in an environment often 
taught us to exclude more than it taught us to include. It is 
painful to face those hard truths about ourselves and our 
beloved institutions, because we are facing the truth of our 
brokenness. But that’s how the light gets in.  

Songwriter Leonard Cohen wrote: 

Ring the bells that still can ring 
Forget your perfect offering 
There is a crack, a crack in everything  
That's how the light gets in 

That’s how the light gets in 

Amen



Book Nook …book recommendations to feed the spirit and the soul
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The Impossible Will Take a 
Little While: Perseverance 
and Hope in Troubled Times 

by Paul Rogat Loeb 

A December Book 
Discussion Group, led by 
Tina Marini and Pastor Chris, 
took on the book, The 
Impossible Will Take A Little 
While, an anthology of hope 
and beginning the essential 
work of healing our 
communities. Below is a 
summary from Tina, along 

with a diagram that the group created during their process. 

The group met four times during the month of Advent and 
the theme was Hope. In our first session we boldly 

discussed the hope that is our children. Our second 
meeting turned toward the audacious courage of hope, the 
strength and wisdom that comes from "the fertile field of 
our memories" and the transformational power of service. 
Each member was invited to create a personal "wheel of 
hope" in which Hope is the hub and the spokes are arrows. 
For those things that give us hope the arrows point inward; 
while things that dampen our hope are connected to 
arrows that point away from hope. Drawing from our 
personal “ heels", we created a composite wheel of hope 
that reflects our collective relationships with hope 
(diagram). As stated in one of our essays: Hope, like faith, 
is not something we possess, but rather something we put 
into action.   -Tina Marini

January Birthdays! 

3	 Douglas Renick 

7	 Debra Edwards 

9	 Sue Carbin 

11	 Diane Bushee 

12	 Eliza Warner 

	 Rev. Phillip Hall 

14	 Karin McGowan 

16	 Kai Imperial-Jewett 

	 Laine Wilder 

17	 Emily Dines 

18	 Myanna Carbin-O’Brien 

19	 Francesca Piantedosi 

21	 Nev Capron 

26	 Shirley Warner 

27	 Carol Boyer 

	 Wilbur Loomis 

	 Mesfin Daniel McManamy 

	 Maureen Ricksgers 

	 Henrietta Wallace

February Birthdays! 
2 	 Dawn Orluske 
9 	 Judy Haigler 
15	 Matilda Cantwell 
16	 Sarah Molano 
23	 Barbara Estes 
26	 Diane Scott
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Calendar for January/February 
Please check the online church calendar to confirm meeting dates, times and locations.

Thank you “Loaves and Dishes” for providing 

the coffee hour goodies during January and 

“The Grateful Bread” during February.

Date Time Event Location

Wed. Jan. 3 7:00 pm Choir Practice Sanctuary

Thurs. Jan. 4 6:30 am Diaconate Meeting Dining Room

Sun. Jan. 7 10:00 am Worship Service with Communion Sanctuary

Tues. Jan. 9 5:30 pm Trustee Meeting Dining Room

7:00 pm Men’s Fellowship Dining Room

Wed. Jan. 10 7:00 pm Choir Practice Sanctuary

Sun. Jan 14 10:00 am Worship Service, Pastor Chris’ Farewell Sanctuary

Wed. Jan. 17 7:00 pm Choir Practice Sanctuary

Fri. Jan. 19 7:00 pm Movie Night Dining Room

Sun. Jan. 21 10:00 am Worship Service Sanctuary

12:00 noon Council Meeting Sanctuary

Wed. Jan. 24 7:00 pm Choir Practice Sanctuary

Sun Jan. 28 10:00 am Worship Service Sanctuary

Wed. Jan 31 7:00 pm Choir Practice Sanctuary

Thurs. Feb. 1 6:30 pm Diaconate Meeting Dining Room

Sun. Feb. 4 10:00 am Worship Service with Communion Sanctuary

12:00 noon Annual Meeting Sanctuary

Wed. Feb. 7 7:00 pm Choir Practice Sanctuary

Sun. Feb. 11 10:00 am Worship Service Sanctuary

12:00 noon Council Meeting Sanctuary

Tues. Feb. 13 5:30 pm Trustees Meeting Dining Room

7:00 pm Men’s Fellowship Meeting Dining Room

Wed. Feb. 14 7:00 pm Choir Practice Sanctuary

Sun. Feb. 18 10:00 am Worship Service Sanctuary

Wed. Feb. 21 7:00 pm Choir Practice Sanctuary

Sun. Feb. 25 10:00 am Worship Service Sanctuary

Wed. Feb. 28 7:00 pm Choir Practice Sanctuary
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Church Leadership

 
CrossCurrent Submissions: All items for publication should be sent to:  Carla Imperial, at carla@imperial-jewett.com. 

    

Acting Pastor        
Rev. Chris Mereschuk                      
revcjm@gmail.com   
(860) 966-8055    

Minister of Music   
Jeff Olmsted      

Church Sexton      
Kathy O’Connor 

Office Administrator 
Church Scheduler 
Linda Babcock 

Church Moderator 
Sam Icklan     

Church Vice Moderator  
Toby Davis 

Clerk                       
Nancy Winninger                     
Treasurer                  
Jo Cannon   

Member-in-Discernment      
Carole Bull 

Theologian- in-Residence 
Rev. Dr. Peter Ives 

Building 
Maintenance, Chair 
Sue Carbin                       

Kitchen Coordinators 
Trish LaFreniere   
Shirley Warner           
Bev Orluske       
Julie Salzman  

Music Committee, 
Chair                 
Susan Farrell     
Head Ushers     
Cindy Dolgoff                 
Co-Head Greeters 
Laurie Priest              
Ann Loomis                

Stewardship 
Committee, Chair    
Bob Varnon                           

Cathedral in the 
Night and interfaith 
Cot Shelter Meals, 
Coordinator       
Linda Ziegenbein           

Lay Delegates     
Ross Bassett             
Jan Varnon                  
Bob Varnon 

Webmaster        
Laura Garcia               

CrossCurrents    
Carla Imperial    
Richard Spencer

Trustees                             
Karin McGowan            
Laura Garcia            
Jo Cannon, Treasurer.                      
Carol Shaw          
Diane Scott         
Robert Davis 

Deacons                                                     
Shirley Sicurello   
Carolyn du Bois  
Olivia Ilano Davis  
Ellen Tobiassen   
Trish LaFreniere                  
Cate Shaw              
Mariel Addis     
Heather King      
Susan Farrell       
Laine Wilder             

Church Council                 
Senior Pastor      
Moderator           
Vice Moderator  
Clerk           
Treasurer      
Trustees, Chair   
Diaconate, Chair  
Stewardship, Chair  
Music, Chair     
Peace & Justice, Chair               
Family Ministries,  
Chair                    

Caring Ministries 
Nancy Winninger               
Pat James              
Tina Marini             
Laine Wilder               
Angel Wings, 
Coordinator     
Nancy Winninger                   

Green Angels, 
Coordinator      
Susan Farrell                  

Snow Angels, 
Coordinator      
Jackie Cloonan               
Peace and Justice 
Steering Committee, 
Chair                 
Doug Renick               

Transition 
Leadership Team 
Sam Icklan           
Jim Foudy      
Carolyn du Bois      
Jo Cannon              

Minister of Outreach, 
Advocacy and    
Pastoral Care                 
Rev. Yohah Ralph           
Diaconate, Chairs 
Shirley Sicurello 
Carolyn du Bois                                 

Trustees, Chair         
Karin McGowan     

Human Resources 
Coordinator, Men’s 
Fellowship Chair       
& Church 
Communications   
Jim Foudy         

Children’s and 
Family Ministries 
Committee, Chair 
Andrew Geery            

Pastor/Parish 
Relations Committee 
Bonnie Atkins    
Linda Ziegenbein 
Toby Davis      
Pastor Chris      
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