
Haydenville Congregational Church 
December 21, 2014 • ANNOUNCEMENTS/EVENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

1.	 Welcome Visitors! If you are new to us, please fill out 
the colorful “strippy thing” tucked in your Bulletin to let 
us know you were here! These can be given to Pastors 
Andrea or Chris, or placed in the offering plate. Also, 
PLEASE CUT TO THE FRONT OF THE HANDSHAKE/
HUG LINE after Church. We want to meet you, and our 
Hand Shake/Hug Line can be overwhelming. Please 
come right up, cut in line and tell us who you are. Truly. 
We want to meet you!

2.	 Coffee Hour Food  When it is your week to bring 
food, please arrive early to help set up before Church and 
help with the cleanup at the end of Coffee Hour. We 
count on your participation! TODAY: S, T, U, V; Next 
Week: W, X, Y, Z, A, B, C; (the Fellowship Calendar goes 
by last names).

3.	 Want to be a worship leader? Pastor Chris is preaching 
on December 28, and is looking for people to help lead 
worship. Have an idea for Opening Words? Want to lead 
the Invitation to the Offering? Share in the Welcome or 
Benediction? Please contact Pastor Chris by December 
21 if you're interested. Thanks!

4. Welcome Ministry Our new Welcome Ministry is up 
and running and looking forward to greeting all 
newcomers after our worship service. Find a member of 
the Welcome Ministry on the HUG LINE after church, 
AND another member in the newly created ministry 
WELCOME CORNER which is the first table on the right 
in the Dining Room. Someone from the Welcome 
Ministry Team will be at that table eager to welcome you 
to our church and “orient” you to our wonderful community. 
Please stop by and say hello.

5. “The Giving Tree” 
• Feel good about helping someone stay warm this winter! 
• Return all Giving Tree items TODAY WITH THE 
REQUEST TAGS ATTACHED to the collection bin by the 
Giving Tree.
•Questions? Contact Pastor Chris!

6.	 Christmas Eve!  We expect over 300 people to fill this 
Sanctuary for our beautiful Christmas Eve service. Please 
help us to be very careful with the flames when we pass 
the light of Christ around the Sanctuary and light and lift 
our 300+ individual candles. Please be mindful and 
watchful and help us with that. Also we will be opening 

and using the balcony…to fit as many people in this 
Church as possible. However, no one under age 12 will 
be permitted in the balcony (for safety reasons). 

7.	 Pastor Andrea will be gone to Austin, TX to see her son 
Sasha, from Dec 26th until Dec 31st. Pastor Chris will be 
covering all pastoral emergencies.

8.	 There will be no Children's Church on December 28th 
or January 4th. Nursery care will be available for kids 
three and under. Children's Church will resume on 
January 11, 2015.

9.	 Attention: Board and Committee Chairs, Directors 
and Pastors Last night the Trustees set the date for the 
Annual Meeting - Feb 8, 2015. Since we need to have the 
report out in advance of the meeting, we need to have all 
your reports by January 16th! To make compiling the 
report as simple as possible, please use the font Times 
New Roman (12 point), and send in your report as a 
Word document or a text file - not a pdf. We are asking 
Margie to collect the reports, so please send them to 
office@haydenvillechurch.org
Ok - that's the official word. Now, just from me - there 
will be home baked goodies for the first five people to 
submit their reports! - Jo Cannon

10.	 Building Maintenance Committee ~ Karin McGowan 
has done a FABULOUS job as the Chair of our Building 
Maintenance Committee and we thank her for her 
energetic, tireless work. She truly did a fantastic job! 
Karin is stepping down at the end of this month from her 
position as Chair and the Trustees are looking for a new 
person or persons to Chair or Co-chair the Building 
Maintenance Committee. If you are interested in learning 
more about this very necessary and somewhat 
unglamorous committee Chair role, please see Pastor 
Andrea. In the meantime, until a new Chair of the 
Building Maintenance Committee is named, please bring 
all concerns about the building (anything you spot or are 
worried about) to the Trustee of the Month and they will 
be sure to have the problem fixed. Thank you!

11.	 Pastor Andrea lent her copy of her (favorite) book 
REAL GOOD CHURCH by Molly Baskette to someone in 
the church and cannot remember who and would love to 
have the book back. Is it you?
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EVENTS

1.	 Weekly Café Office Hours with Pastor Andrea • 
Thursdays from 9:30 to 11am at Sylvester’s Restaurant. 
Come see her at 111 Pleasant Street in Northampton and 
she’ll buy you a cup of coffee.

2.	 Adult Sunday School • First and Third Sundays in the 
Dining Room, 8:45 to 9:30 am  Join us for this new 
version of Adult Sunday School as we deepen our 
understanding of our faith. Pastor Chris is leading a 
discussion of Paul’s letters to the Corinthian church (I and 
II Corinthians), reflecting on how this early Christian 
community struggled to understand their emerging faith 
and keep harmony amongst themselves. All are welcome!

3.	 Blue Christmas Worship Service • TODAY at 7:00 pm. 
A worship time for those who find Christmas less-than-
merry.

4.	 The Church Book Group welcomes you! • January 7 
We will meet next on Wednesday, January 7th at 12:45 
in the Watson Room of the Forbes Library in 
Northampton. We will be discussing the book Sermons: 
Biblical Wisdom for Daily Living by Peter J. Gomes. Get 
your hands on the book, get reading, and join us! 
Questions? Call Pastor Andrea or Rev. Peter Ives.

5.	 Dismantling Racism: The Role of Allies as Agents of 
Change • January 17 You are invited to participate in a 
workshop to strengthen your antiracism efforts at the 
church and in the wider world. Although we will warmly 
welcome and be delighted to include folks of color at this 
workshop, the primary focus will be on the role of white 
people as sensitive and effective allies to people of color. 
We will discuss white privilege, personal, cultural and 
institutional racism, and what we can do to create 
change. We will keep the words of the prophet Micah in 
our minds and on our hearts throughout the workshop: 
“God has told you, O mortal, what is good: and what 
does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly with your God.”  Guided 
by those prophetic words, the workshop will include 
some analysis but will emphasize doing justice, acting 
with courage, and being an ally. All questions welcome, 
full participation in this very participatory workshop is 
encouraged, and concrete steps to create change will 
flow from our discussions. All are welcome. (Please do 
not sign up for the workshop unless you can stay for the 
entire four hours.)
Pastor Andrea, workshop leader
Saturday, January 17th, from 9 - 1:00 pm
Haydenville Church Dining Room
Pre-registration is strongly encouraged (by contacting 
Pastor Andrea)
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