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“Who Prepared the Way?”

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our heart,
be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord Our Strength and Our Redeemegr.

I moved to the Valley, actually to Amherst, in 1980 and began ted
Hampshire College. It was not an easy time in my life...I was®acinga
struggles. At Hampshire, I befriended a faculty member nich ho invited
me to his home for dinner—he said I would very ikcdis®vife Lois. I think
Rich sensed that Lois could help me. I remembef walkingfinto Rich and Lois’
home on Strong Avenue in Amherst—I remembgkg the wohderful smell of good
food cooking on the stove—the house felt so wa welcoming. Lois, a
weaver, had her big, colorful loom set u[@ end of the living room. The whole

place was lovely and inviting.

During dinner Lois asked how, w. I do not remember exactly what I said,

but I do remember talking abowg ho eded a spiritual home. I had been living
in North Carolina and I was involsed in a Methodist Church there. I missed my
Church and I missed munity. I felt dislocated and far from God.

Although I don’t remember ®hat I said to Lois, | remember clearly what Lois said
to me. “You necds@uaker Meeting,” she said with surprising certainty. “I’ll take
you to Mount Toby Ffiends Meeting in Leverett. Are you free this Sunday? I’ll

find ou b t1¥ ey worship.”

1s well because, as we talked further, I discovered that Lois did not
even 3 ount Toby Friends Meeting. She knew of the Quakers, she had
attended’Mount Toby once, maybe twice, but it was not her spiritual home. In fact
Lois did not go to any Church. But she seemed definite about it: [ needed Mount
Toby Friends Meeting and she was supposed to get me there. Lois announced that
she would pick me up on Sunday. She had a plan, she was persuasive, she was
downright pushy.



Sunday came and there was Lois beeping in her car in front of my house. We went
up to Leverett. It was my first experience EVER attending a Quaker Meeting.

At the Meetinghouse, a greeter, sensing that [ was new, handed me a brochure
about Quakers and silent meeting for worship. Lois and I went into the Meeting
Room, sat down in silence, and I read my brochure.

During the Meeting for Worship (no Pastor, no music, no liturgy) a few people
stood and spoke. These “messages” (the brochure said) were words from
individuals feel called to share. I was totally taken with this simple, un

quiet form of worship. I felt comforted, held by God, and knew I wquld returf.
In fact I did return, without Lois, the very next Sunday. And in entually

became a Quaker and attended Mount Toby for 14 years. Q
1

Mount Toby Friends Meeting was very important 6 me— a place where |
deepened my prayer practice and grew spiritually in many/ways. [ am
tremendously grateful for my years with the Qu d I am grateful to Lois.
She literally took me to a pew at the Friends Mee nd perched me there.

Lois paved the way for me to find the vemy place I needed to be—she ushered in a
significant chapter in my life. &

Let’s keep Lois in mind as we turn vn n to the Gospel of Mark.

Today, on this second Sunddy g A , we are pondering our friend the wacky
and wonderful John the Bapti sort of freak, even in his own time, John
wandered around clo camel’s hair, a leather belt cinched around his waist,
and he ate locusts and hon8y. -These were unusually characteristics even in ancient
times. Bless his heart, our wild-eyed John did something exceedingly important in

the story of our Qian faith: John paved the way for Jesus.

ed the way for me to find Quaker Meeting. She made it
made the path straight,” as we hear in today’s Scripture. There are
: pf our lives who help us find God, people who gesture toward where
we shotildbe and what we should be paying attention to. Lois did that for me.

h did that for his community. John paved the way for Jesus to come, he
pointed toward Jesus, he gestured toward the one who would follow him.

I love today’s Scripture for many reasons...one reason is that John needed Jesus.
Another reason is that Jesus needed John.



It isn’t clear at first that John did need Jesus. John had a good thing going on...he
had a movement...we are told that people “from the whole Judean countryside and
all the people of Jerusalem” came to funky John standing in the river Jordan
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. He had a whole
gig going on and it was a successful gig. People came from all over to be baptized
by John.

He could easily have taken all the credit, he could have been the big man o
campus. He could have never mentioned that someone coming AFTERdM ould
be the real deal. But John and Jesus were cousins. John knew that Jesus was
about to come on the scene, Jesus was about come into his power
coming into his own. John knew that the long-awaited Emmanuf

was coming. John was faithful and astute. He knew that h@e

He knew that the world needed Jesus.

And so John, in his humility, gestured toward Jegus. He paved the way for Jesus,
he “made the path straight.”

Listen again...

*John the baptizer appeared- ' ilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiv¥eégess . *And people from the whole Judean
countryside and all the peop Jerusalem were going out to him, and were
baptized by him in th an, confessing their sins. "Now John was clothed

with camel’s hair, with a Reather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild
honey. "He proclaimed, ‘Th¥ one who is more powerful than I is coming after me;

I am not worthp down and untie the thong of his sandals. °I have baptized

John talked about himself as the opening@ith Jesus as the headliner.

you @ ater, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’

I lovg did not act like he was the big event. John made it clear that the
Joh t was really preparation for the Jesus Movement.

John negded Jesus, and Jesus also needed John. Jesus needed John’s help. Jesus
needed someone to ready the flock, pave the way, prepare the people. Jesus
needed John to do the prep work, herald his coming, gesture toward him.

Note that Mark the evangelist, the author of the Gospel of Mark, is so eager to tell
this story of John preparing the way for Jesus’ ministry that Mark jumps right in.



Mark begins his Gospel with this story of John gesturing to Jesus. There is no
birth story, no infant Jesus, no lingering at the manger. There isn’t even a story
about John’s birth or who he is to Jesus (which we learn in the other Gospels).

No, Mark is too eager, like a breathless messenger who cannot wait to make an
important announcement. Mark jumps right in—with John at the river Jordan, and
Jesus soon to follow.

Listen again to the beginning of today’s reading, the very first words of theospel
of Mark...

The beginning of the good news- of Jesus Christ, the So -
2 As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,”

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead o .
who will prepare your wgy,

story of Jesus. Mark begins with the He riptures...he starts back with
Isaiah who predicted that a messengg o ahead...a messenger would pave
the way for Jesus to come. That mg @ r is John.

2 As it is Whitten in the prophet Isaiah,”
nding my messenger ahead of you,~

who will prepare your way,
3 the voicdof one crying out in the wilderness:

“Prepare the way of the Lord,
O make his paths straight”

Mark does not need a birth narrative...higstory begins with John who is telling the
1%

‘See,

And wh@does Jesus gesture to? Does Jesus gesture to anyone?
O sure...we get a foretaste of who Jesus will gesture to during his ministry there in
the final sentence in the reading. Listen again to the end of the passage...

John proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me;
I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. °I have baptized
you withwater; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’



That’s the big hint. Isaiah paves the way for the coming of John.
John paves the way for the coming of Jesus. And Jesus paves the way for the
coming of the Holy Spirit.

This second Sunday in Advent is a good time for all of us to remember who paved
the way for us. If the Bible can admit that someone paved the way for Jesus, we
can admit that someone paved the way for us.

We all have ancestors, helpers, angels and guides who prepared the wa

It is good to remember and lift up those names.

Someone prepared the way for each one of us...someone gesture Ged,
someone brought us to Church, someone drove us to Quaker M meone

perched us in a pew. Q
Someone believed in God and believed in us. Som€one sarl t God was filled

with love not filled with judgment and they told fs that.
Someone convinced us that we would be welcorfigd and 4
Someone paved the way for us.

cluded.

Someone helped you start on your spirit%ney, and you in turn helped

someone else start on theirs.
You my dear sisters and brothers hs @ others prepare the way for you...
AND you have prepared th fo Crs.

Someone was your Is esturing toward the path...

And YOU have been somcape,else’s Isaiah....gesturing toward the path....
You told someone that you love God.

You told someonestigat you are grateful for community.

You told some you feel called to service.

at there was help and hope.

gpared the way for you to have a closer relationship with God.
turn prepared the way for someone else to have a closer relationship

Today’s passage from the Gospel of Mark is perfect for Advent...even though
there is no birth story, no Mary and Joseph, no inn-that-has-no-room, no taking
refuge in a stable out back, no baby Jesus, no Shepherds or Wise Men.

The opening chapters from the Gospel of Mark are perfect for Advent because
Mark jumps right in with Isaiah waiting for John, and John waiting for Jesus.



It’s all about preparing, getting ready. Making the path straight.
Gesturing, pointing, paving the way.

Someone paved the way for you.

And you paved the way for someone. And you need to continue to do that again
and again. Don’t hoard the good things you have found in your faith community.

Isaiah pointed to John, John pointed to Jesus, and Jesus pointed to the Holy”§pirit.
Now the Holy Spirit is pointing to you...
The Holy Spirit is pointing to you...to gesture to others, to pave the , to shiare
the good news, to invite, include and welcome.

S )

Today, on this second Sunday in Advent, [ am grateful for 0

warm invitations, big pronouncements....
I am also grateful for simple things...like a pushy ffiend and®fide to worship.

Amen.
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